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Abstract

Introduction. In today's world, fire safety has become a top priority for public administration in every country. The
challenges of providing professional fire protection are addressed, among other measures, through the institution of
volunteer firefighting both in Russia and abroad. Problems in ensuring the activities of volunteer firefighters are
generally quite typical, regardless of the level of socio-economic development of the territory. Thus, in modern
conditions in the Russian Federation, there are quite noticeable imbalances in the level of fire safety. These issues are
particularly acute for small, remote settlements, where it is quite resource-intensive to maintain professional fire
protection. Nevertheless, the principle of equal access and quality of public services is a key component of state policy
and regional administration. The activities of volunteer fire brigades play an essential role in the fire safety system in
Russia and abroad. However, as practice shows, there is a significant problem of ignorance and, in general,
unwillingness of citizens to participate in voluntary fire protection and to assist in the development of this institution. In
this regard, this study aims to investigate the role of volunteer firefighting societies (hereinafter referred to as VFFS)
and analyze the specifics of their activities abroad in order to identify common practices and assess the perception of
this institution by the population.

Materials and Methods. The research plan consisted of two interconnected parts. First, we planned to study the sources
devoted to evaluating the role of volunteer firefighters in other countries and analyze the activities of volunteer
firefighting organizations in the Russian Federation. Then, we conducted a sociological survey and processed the
results. The processing of responses involved summarizing the collected data and identifying the reasons and motives
behind the responses received. For the regional part of the study, statistical data on the activities of voluntary
firefighting societies and the dynamics of the number of volunteers were analyzed in order to assess the contribution of
voluntary firefighting societies to the fire safety system.

Results. 1t has been revealed that the institute of volunteer firefighters is widespread in the fire extinguishing system
both in Russia and abroad. It has been found that approaches to the organization, financing and financial incentives of
volunteer firefighters from different countries have both similarities and some differences, including the subjective
perception of this institution by the population. It was found that the number of VFFS branches and the participation of
VFFS units in extinguishing fires in the Russian Federation have increased significantly in the Russian Federation. This
indicates the relevance and effectiveness of their work. An analysis of the distribution of the number of fires by fire
extinguishing participants showed that the proportion of volunteer fire brigades participating in firefighting has been
growing annually. However, the analysis has also showed a decrease in the overall number of volunteer firefighters in
the Udmurt Republic. According to the sociological survey conducted, the vast majority of respondents were generally
not ready to participate in voluntary fire protection and assist in the development of this institution.

Discussion. This work has shown that the institution of volunteer firefighters is a highly sought-after and socially
significant phenomenon both in Russia and abroad. However, there are clear problems at both the national and regional
levels with the organization of the VFFS system itself. Generally, the population is not very willing to join volunteer
firefighting groups, and the reasons why people do not join these groups have been identified. The analysis revealed the
motivations and conditions under which respondents were willing to participate in volunteer firefighting activities. The
results show the need for a comprehensive approach to developing measures to improve the status of volunteers. It is
also necessary to develop a set of measures to increase the appeal of the image of a volunteer firefighter to attract young
people into this field.
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Conclusions. The research confirms the important role of volunteer firefighters in ensuring fire safety in the subject area
under study, both in Russia and abroad. The review showed that the key problems in organizing the work of voluntary
firefighting services are identical for most countries. These conclusions are supported by the results of the analysis. The main
results of the study include data on the dynamics of the number of volunteers in the region as well as factors that determine the
motivation of the population to participate in volunteer firefighting activities. The practical significance of the research lies in
its application in predicting additional measures to attract more volunteers to volunteer firefighting organizations. Further
research will aim to develop mechanisms to promote volunteer firefighting activities.
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AHHOTALMSA

Beeoenue. B coBpeMEHHBIX YCIOBHAX OOECIIEUCHUE MTOKAPHOH 0E€30MaCHOCTH — OJHA W3 MPHOPHUTETHHIX 3a/1a4 TOCY-
JTApCTBEHHOT'O YIPABJIEHHS BO MHOTHX cTpaHax. [IpobieMsl oprann3anmy npogecCHOHaIbHON TOKapHOH OXpaHBI Ya-
CTHYHO PEIIaroTCs 3a CUET MHCTUTYTa T0OPOBOJIFHBIX ITOXKAPHBIX Kak B Poccny, Tak u 3a pyoexom. TpynHoctu ¢yHK-
LIMOHUPOBAHMS JOOPOBOJBHBIX IOXKAPHBIX OOLIECTB BO MHOTOM CXOJHBI, HE3aBHCHMO OT YPOBHS COIMAJIBHO-
9KOHOMHYECKOT0 pa3BuTusi Teppuropun. B Poccuiickoit @enepaunu coxpaHsroTcsi 3aMeTHbBIE AUCIPONIOPIMHU B obec-
TICUYCHHUHU TI0’KapHON OEe30ITacCHOCTH, OCOOCHHO B HEOOJIBIINX W YAANEHHBIX HAceNEHHBIX MYHKTax, TJie CoJiepKaHHue
npodeccroHaNbHOM MOKapHOI 0XpaHbl SKOHOMHUYECKH 3aTpaTHO. Mex/ly TeM NPUHIIMI PABHOW JOCTYITHOCTH M PaBHO-
T'O0 Ka4e€CTBa COLMAJIBHBIX YCIIyT oCTaéTcsl KIIOYEBBIM B FOCy}IapCTBeHHOﬁ )51 peFHOHaJ'[BHOﬁ MOJIUTHKE. 3HAYUTEIbHAS
POJIb B CHCTEME IMOXKApHO# 0E€3011aCHOCTH OTBOAMTCS AOOPOBOJIBHBIM MOKapHbIM (hopmupoBanusiM. Ha npakTuke of-
HOW M3 CEphE3HBIX MPOOIEM SIBISETCS HEAOCTATOK MH(GOPMUPOBAHHOCTH M HHU3Kas MOTHBAIMS TPaklaH K yJacTHIO B
JOOPOBOJILHON TOXKapHON OXpaHe M MOAJEPIKKE Pa3sBUTHs 3TOTO0 MHCTHTyTa. Llenb mcciienoBaHus — U3Y4IHUTh POJIb
JIOOPOBONBHBIX MOXapHBIX 00mmecTB (maree JI10), mpoaHann3upoBaTh OCOOCHHOCTH MX JACATEIFHOCTH 32 PyOS:KOM C
LIENIBIO BBISIBIICHUS OOIIMX MPAKTHK W OL[CHUTH BOCIPUATHE JAHHOTO HHCTUTYTA HACCIICHUEM.

Mamepuanst u memoost. ViccienoBanue BKIIOYAJO JBE B3aMMOCBsI3aHHbIe YacTh. CHavaia npoBeaEH 0030p HCTOYHU-
KOB, MOCBSIIIEHHBIX POJIM JOOPOBOJIBHBIX MOKAPHBIX B 3apYOEXKHBIX CTpaHaX, U aHaiu3 (yHKIMOHHUPOBaHHS JOOPO-
BOJIbHBIX TOJKapHBIX 0011ecTB B Poccuiickoii @enepannu. Bo BTopoii 4acTu BBINOJIHEHO COLMOJIOrHYECKOe 00ciie1oBa-
HHUE ¢ Tociieayromel 06paboTKoi moirydeHHbIX JaHHBIX. OOpaboTKa OTBETOB Mpeaoaraia arperupoBaHue MaTepHua-
JIOB ¥ BBISABIEHHE IPUYMHHO-MOTUBHUPYIOIIHMX (HaKTOPOB, GOPMUPYIOMNX HO3ULUH PECIIOHAEHTOB. [/l pernoHanbHoM
YaCTH HCCIIEIOBAaHHS IIPOAHAIU3UPOBAHBI CTATHCTHYECKUE JAHHBIE O JEATEILHOCTH AOOPOBOJNBHBIX IMOXKAPHBIX 00-
IIECTB M JWHAMHKE YNCICHHOCTH JOOPOBOJIBIEB C LENBIO OLICHKH BKJaga JOOPOBOJBHBIX IMOXKAPHBIX OOIIECTB B CH-
cTeMy oOecIieueHNs TOKapHOH Oe30MaCHOCTH.

Pesynvmamut uccnedosanus. Y CTaHOBIICHO, YTO HHCTHTYT JIOOPOBOJIBHBIX HOXKapHBIX ITUPOKO PacHpOCTpaHEH B CHCTE-
Me NOoXKapoTyleHust kak B Poccun, Tak n 3a pyoexom. [Toaxoasl k oprann3anny, (UHAHCUPOBAHUIO U MaTEepUAIEHOMY
CTUMYJIMPOBAHUIO JOOPOBOJIBLIEB B Pa3HBIX CTPaHax COJEPKAT Kak OOIIMe YepThl, TaK U creluduueckne pa3inius, B TOM
Y{CIie B BOCHPUSITUM MHCTUTYTa HacelieHneM. 3aduKkcupoBaH pocT uncia ¢uimanos BJIIIO u yBenmuuuBIIeecs yuactue
noapazzaenenuit JAI10 B Tymenun noxkapos B Poccuu, 4to CBUAETEIBCTBYET 00 aKTya bHOCTH M S(PEKTUBHOCTH X s
TEIBHOCTU. AHAIIN3 PACIIPEAENICHNs YMCIIa TI0’KapoB 0 YYaCTBYIOIIUM B TYIIEHHH CyOBEKTaM IOKa3al €KErolHOE yBe-
JIMYEHHE JI0JIU JT00POBOJIBHBIX MOXKAapHBIX. BMecTe ¢ TeM B ¥Yamyprckoii PecriyOiiike HaOmoaercst cokpaiieHue oomei
YHUCIICHHOCTH A00pOBOIBLEB. 110 HaHHBIM COIMOIOTHYECKOTO OINPOCa, MOJABIIAOIIEE OOIBIIMHCTBO PECIIOHACHTOB HE
TOTOBBI BCTYIIaTh B I0OPOBOJIBHYIO MOXKAPHYIO OXpaHy WM aKTUBHO COIEHCTBOBATH PAa3BUTHIO HHCTUTYTA.
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Obcyrcoenue. Pabota moaTBEpKIa€T BOCTPEOOBAHHOCTH M COIMATIBHYIO 3HAYMMOCTD JOOPOBOJIBHBIX MOKAPHBIX KaK B
Poccun, Tak u 3a pyoexom. OJHOBPEMEHHO BBLABICHB! CHCTEMHBIE TPOOJIEMbI KaK Ha HAIMOHAIBHOM, TaK U Ha PEruo-
HaJbHOM YPOBHSX B opraHusanuu aesrensHoctu [AI10. Habmronaercss HEeBbICOKas TOTOBHOCTh HAacCeNeHHs BCTYIATh B
Ppsiibl 10OPOBOJIBLIEB; ONPEAEIEHBl OCHOBHBIE Oaphephl, NPEMITCTBYIONINE YYaCTHIO. AHAJIU3 TO3BOJIMI BBIJIEIUTH MO-
TUBBI U YCIOBHS, P KOTOPBIX PECIIOHJACHTHI TOTOBBI MPUHUMATh yuyactue B nestensHocT JI1O. IlomyuenHsle pe-
3yJIBTaThl YKa3bIBAIOT HA HEOOXOAMMOCTH KOMIUIEKCHOTO TI0IX0/1a K MOBBIIICHUIO CTaTyca J00POBOJIIEHOTO TT0KapHOTO
1 pa3paboTKH Mep, HOBBIMIAIOIINX IPUBIIEKATEIEHOCTD ATON AESTEIBHOCTH JJIS1 MOJIOAEXKH.

3akntouenue. ViccenoBanne MOATBEPKIAIOT BAXKHYIO POJIb JOOPOBOIBHBIX TOXKAPHBIX B 00ECIICUECHUH MTOKAPHOH 0e3-
OITacCHOCTH B HMCCIEIyeMOi mpenMeTHOH obmactu kak B Poccum, Tak u 3a pybeskom. O030p mokasal, 9To KITIOYEBBIE
npoonemsl opranuzauuy 1O SBISIOTCS COMOCTABUMBIMH ISl OOJIBIIMHCTBA TOCYIAPCTB; 3TU BHIBOIBI MOJJICPIKIBA-
I0TCS pe3yJIbTaTaMH aHalu3a. B 4ncie OCHOBHBIX Pe3y/IbTaTOB — JAHHBIE O JUHAMHKE YHCICHHOCTH JOOPOBOJIBHBIX
MIOKAapHBIX B PETHOHE U (haKTOPBI, ONpeessIone MOTHBAIMIO HaceJIeHus K yyacTuio B gestensHoct JAI10. Ipakru-
YyecKas 3HAaYMMOCTh Pa0OTHI 3aKIII0YAaeTCs B BOSMOKHOCTH HCIIOJIb30BaHHS €€ Pe3yJIbTaTOB JUIS NMPOTHO3MPOBAHUS U
pa3paboTKu MEpONpUSITHIl 10 NMpPUBJICYEHHIO 10OpoBOIIbLEB. JlanbHeime uccienoBanus OyayT HalpaBieHbl Ha pa3-

pa60TKy MCEXaHU3MOB MONYJIAPpHU3alui 1 MOBLIIICHUS IMPUBJICKATCIIBHOCTH ACATCIbHOCTU HO6pOBOJ’ILHI)IX MOXKapHbIX.

KiaioueBnle ciaoBa: HO6pOBOJ'II)HI)I€ IMOXKapHbIC 06H1€CTB3., ,HO6pOBOJ'IBHLII>i noxcaprIﬁ, PEruoHajIbHOC YIIpaBJICHUC,

ompoc, purancuposanue /10, moxapHas 0€30MacHOCTh

BaarogapHocTu. ABTOPHI BBIPaXKAlOT O1arofapHOCTh PELEH3CHTaM W COTPYJHMKAM pENakIUH 33 BHUMATEIbHOE

OTHOIIIEHHUE K CTaTh€ W ITIOMOIIb B ITOBBIIICHUH €€ Ka4eCTBa.

Jna uutupoBanus. Ilupodokos C.B., Kacarkuna E.A. MccenoBanue nesITeIbHOCTH JOOPOBOJIBHBIX MOKAPHBIX OOIICCTB
(Ha mpumepe Yamyprckoit PecnyOmuku). bBesonacnocmv mexnoeennvix u npupoonvix cucmem. 2025;9(4):294-304.
https://doi.org/10.23947/2541-9129-2025-9-4-294-304

Introduction. In modern conditions, the Russian Federation, due to objective factors, is characterized by significant
regional imbalances and differentiated conditions for the development of many spheres of public life. At the same time,
the principle of equal accessibility and equal quality of social services remains crucial in the state policy and regional
governance. In particular, this applies to fire safety guarantees. As the authors note, “ensuring the required level of fire
safety is one of the most important components of the country's national security” [1]. Therefore, in modern Russia with
its diversity, the activities of volunteer fire departments play a crucial role in the fire safety system [2]. In this context,
studies of the factors determining the expediency of creating voluntary fire protection units in populated areas are
relevant [3]. Let us agree that “the regulation of legal relations between state authorities, local governments,
organizations and citizens in the field of voluntary fire protection is an essential part of the development and
modernization of the regulatory frameworks” [4]. This process has been facilitated by the establishment of a modern
legal basis for public administration [5].

The practice of interacting with representatives from various fields allows us to assume that a significant problem
today is the lack of knowledge and, in general, the reluctance of citizens to participate in volunteer fire protection and
contribute to the development of this institution. A similar trend is also reflected in the experience of volunteer
firefighters in several foreign countries.

The aim of this research is to examine the activities of voluntary firefighting societies (VFFSs) and to consider their
specific functioning in other countries in order to gain a comprehensive understanding of their role in improving fire
protection for the population. More specifically, the study focuses on analyzing the role of VFFSs and how they are
perceived by different social groups.

Materials and Methods. The study analyzed sources on the role of volunteer firefighters in foreign countries [1-3].
The study of the specific features of VFFS functioning in a particular region was based on the analysis of data on the
activities of voluntary firefighting societies, with the identification of trends in the number of volunteers [4, 5]. A
sociological survey was conducted to assess the attitudes of the population towards the institution of volunteer
firefighters, the level of awareness about their activities, and their perception of the practice of VFFS financing [6]. The
work employed the method of content analysis, statistical methods, and methods of sociological survey, with
subsequent processing of the obtained results [7, 8]. Processing of responses involved generalizing data, interpreting the
identified patterns, and establishing causally motivated factors that determined the respondents' positions [9].
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Content analysis of publications covered the materials on the role of volunteer firefighters and the specifics of
organizing their activities in foreign countries. The sample included works that contained information on the state,
specific features and problems of organizing volunteer firefighting activities. The mechanism for attracting volunteers is
widespread in firefighting systems both in Russia and abroad. The institution of volunteer fire protection has been
historically present in almost all countries, and publications on this topic are widely represented in scientific literature.
An overview of the subject area reflecting the special role of volunteer firefighting units in the firefighting system was
presented in [6—10].

A comprehensive overview of the organization of volunteer firefighters in foreign countries, such as the USA,
France, Germany, Italy, Hungary, was presented in [11, 12]. At the same time, most of the review publications were
focused on studying the experience of Western European countries, while the activities of volunteer firefighters in the
Asian region remained without detailed consideration. Meanwhile, the available reviews of scientific articles revealed
the specific organization of voluntary fire protection in these states. Thus, the Chinese volunteer fire department system
stood out for its high level of public involvement: “everyone knew what to do in an emergency situation, despite the
fact that there was no question of any reward or financial reward. The Chinese still had a very strong sense of social
duty” [12]. In Japan, volunteer fire brigades were largely formed from the rural population — these were well-trained
citizens who were able to professionally cope with their tasks [13].

The analyzed studies emphasized the significant role of volunteer firefighters not only in extinguishing fires, but
also in conducting rescue operations in emergency situations.

In the Russian Federation, there has been a growing interest in volunteerism since the end of the 20th century. This
was due to the need to address a number of social issues caused by economic factors [14].

According to Clause 2 of Article 10 of Federal Law No. 100 FZ dated May 06, 2011 “On Voluntary Fire
Protection”, individuals who have reached the age of eighteen and are physically able to perform duties related to
participation in fire prevention and (or) fire extinguishing, as well as in emergency rescue operations, can become
voluntary firefighters. The state “recognizes the legal status and value of the work of VFFS personnel” [15].

Regional (subject) legislation provides for the development of relevant legal acts, which is due, among other things,
to “the need to conduct exercises taking into account the local characteristics of the regions” [16]. The Udmurt Republic
has Law of the Udmurt Republic No. 30-RZ! dated June 30, 2011 “On Voluntary Fire Protection in the Udmurt
Republic” and Decree of the Government of the Udmurt Republic No. 155 dated April 16, 2012 “On Approval of the
Regulations on Granting Subsidies to Public Fire Protection Associations™?.

It should be noted that, in recent years, there have been some difficulties in obtaining digital data due to certain
objective reasons. Additionally, the research in this area has been hindered by the lack of a unified database that
aggregates information on the activities of organizations involved in emergency prevention and response at various
levels. To address this issue, the presented work utilized data from various open sources. The analysis was based on
official data from the Ministry of the Russian Federation for Civil Defense, Emergencies and Elimination of
Consequences of Natural Disastes?, the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Russia in the Udmurt Republic?, the All-
Russian Public Organization “All-Russian Voluntary Fire Organization™?, the Regional Branch of the All-Russian
Public Organization “All-Russian Voluntary Fire Organization™®.

Results. According to official materials, by the end of 2023, there were 20,834 registered public fire protection
associations on the territory of the Russian Federation.

Public fire protection associations include:

— volunteer fire brigades — 25,638 (the same period last year (hereinafter referred to as SPLY) — 27,822,
7% dynamics), the number of volunteers — 268,619 people (SPLY — 296,872, 9% dynamics);

— volunteer fire units — 8,946 (SPLY — 8,866, +1% dynamics), the number of volunteers — 55,351 people (SPLY
— 55,156, +3% dynamics).

Y On Voluntary Fire Protection in the Udmurt Republic. Law of the Udmurt Republic No. 30-RZ dated June 30, 2011. GARANT system. (In Russ.)
URL: https://base.garant.ru/15745029/ (accessed: 20.10.2025).

2 On Approval of the Regulations on Granting Subsidies to Public Fire Protection Associations. UR Government Resolution No. 155 dated April 04,
2012. GARANT system. (In Russ.) URL: https://base.garant.ru/15751256/ (accessed: 20.10.2025).

3 Official website of The Ministry of the Russian Federation for Civil Defence, Emergencies and Elimination of Consequences of Natural Disasters.
(In Russ.) URL: https://mchs.gov.ru (accessed: 10.06.2025).

4 Official website of the Main Directorate of the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Russia in the Udmurt Republic. (In Russ.) URL:
https://18.mchs.gov.ru (accessed: 20.10.2025).

° Official website of the All-Russian Voluntary Fire Organization. (In Russ.) URL: https://vdpo.ru (accessed: 20.10.2025).
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Figure 1 provides the data on the number of fires with the involvement of VFFS units’.

49149

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

mmmm Fires extinguished with VFFS units participation Fires extinguished by VFFS units

Fig. 1. Participation of VFFS units in extinguishing fires on the territory of the Russian Federation in 2017-2023

Based on the data in Figure 1, we can see that the number of fires extinguished with the assistance of VFFS
increased by 33,198 units between 2017 and 2021, or by 208.12%. However, from 2021 to 2023, there was a decrease
of 7,074 units, or 14.4%.

The participation of VFFS units in firefighting affected directly the effectiveness in this area as a whole. The more
VFFS units there were, the fewer fire losses there were. In the period from 2020 to 2024, the number of VFFS branches
increased by 131 or by 23.33%, which indicated the relevance and effectiveness of their activities. The VFFS had its
branches in every federal district and almost every region.

State regulation of industry activities was based on the principle of achieving positive results. The effectiveness of
fire protection work was assessed based on response time to calls, number of lives saved, and material assets saved [17].
The number of participants in various categories was directly correlated with these indicators. Data analysis showed that
the proportion of volunteer firefighters participating in firefighting activities was increasing annually. In 2016, the
members of the volunteer firefighting service (VFFS) extinguished 11,594 fires; while in 2022, there were 39,103
(237.3% more) fires. Among all participants in fire extinguishing efforts, the VFFS held the fourth place in terms of
proportion. They are inferior only to employees of the territorial divisions of the Federal Fire-Fighting Service of the
State Fire Service, as well as employees of the territorial divisions of the Fire-Fighting Service of the subject of the
Russian Federation, for whom fire extinguishing was a direct professional field of activity.

According to data for 2024, there were 119 voluntary fire protection public institutions in the Udmurt Republic,
which included 436 territorial and facility-based voluntary fire departments with a total number of 4,888 people.

The dynamics of the number of volunteer firefighters in the Udmurt Republic is shown in Table 1.

Table 1
The dynamics of the number of volunteer firefighters in the Udmurt Republic from 2020 to 2024, people

Year 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Number, people 5,234 5,457 5,683 5,206 4,888

7 Analysis of the Development of Voluntary Fire Protection in the Russian Federation by the End of 2023. Moscow: 2024. 6 p. (In Russ.) URL:

https://mchs.gov.ru/uploads/document/2025-02-04/43e5a62d9d6£39¢244d6bd6f7cblef41.pdf?ysclid=mhadbes5qv305014601 (accessed: 20.10.2025).
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Thus, during the period under review, the number decreased by 346 people, or 6.6%. In accordance with the
“Technical Regulations” requirements, 392 settlements of the Udmurt Republic (20%) are covered by volunteer fire
departments. At the same time, according to the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Russia in the Udmurt Republic,
since the beginning of 2024, volunteers have independently extinguished 13 fires, 435 times participated in
extinguishing fires as additional forces and 8 times participated in the elimination of consequences of road accidents®.

Despite the importance and high status of volunteerism, most studies focused primarily on its motivational
component. In particular, it was emphasized that “the participation of volunteers in search and rescue activities,
extinguishing fires ... was often associated with a risk to the health and even the lives of volunteers, and therefore issues
of compensation for damage suffered by a volunteer while performing relevant work were essential for further
development” [18]. Modern reviews showed that financial support played a crucial role in ensuring the stability of
volunteer firefighting organizations in foreign countries. However, there were also challenges in financing these
organizations [19, 20]. These challenges were not unique to foreign countries but also affected modern Russia and its
regions, such as the Udmurt Republic. This was confirmed by our research. The situation was further complicated by
the rather strict requirements for volunteer firefighters, as indicated by research [11, 21].

Summing up the results of the analysis, we noted that one of the main problems was the lack of stable positive
growth in the number of volunteer firefighters. This decrease in their numbers, despite the high demand for their
services, rapid response to fires, and qualified approach to extinguishing fires and saving people and property, was seen
as a negative trend that requires close attention. To identify the reasons for this phenomenon and understand the
motivational expectations of the population, we conducted a survey as part of this study. We randomly selected a group
of respondents from the Udmurt Republic and neighboring regions to participate in the survey.

The results of a social survey on the topic “Voluntary Firefighting Societies in the development of the territory”

Research generally showed the multidimensional nature of the factors affecting the effectiveness of fire protection
activities. For example, there have been studies on the influence of the gender factor on professional competencies [22],
as well as an increase in the number of women entering professional fields [23]. This article focuses on the subjective
aspects that were raised in the survey.

The first set of questions aimed to gather information about the age, gender, and social status of respondents. These
results did not need statistical analysis. However, we noticed that the sample included a diverse range of
participants (Fig. 3).

Specify your occupation (main):
100 responses

30 %

A

= Student of a general education organization = Student of vocational education/university
Worker = Employee
= Unemployed = Retired

Fig. 2. Distribution of respondents by occupation

8 Results of the Development and Activity of Volunteerism in Udmurtia in 2024. Official website of the Main Directorate of the Ministry of Emergency Situations of
Russia in the Udmurt Republic. (In Russ.) URL: https://18.mchs.gov.ru/deyatelnost/press-centr/novosti/5441040 (accessed: 20.10.2025).
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It was found out that among 100 respondents, 34% (34 people) were aware of the VFFS existence, and 66%
(66 people) were unaware of its existence (Fig. 4).

Do you know about voluntary fire services?
100 responses

G

=Yes =No

Fig. 3. Data on the number of respondents who have information about the VFFS activities

Ninety people answered positively to the question “Do you think we need a VFFS?”, and ten people answered “No”.
Based on this, we could say that most people believe that VFFS was needed (Fig. 5).

Do you think we need voluntary firefighting societies?
100 responses

=Yes = No

Fig. 4. Distribution of answers to the question about the need for VFFS

Despite the widespread recognition of the importance of volunteer firefighting societies, not all respondents were
ready to join their ranks. 86% of respondents (86 people) were not ready to become volunteer firefighters, while only
14% (14 people) expressed their willingness to join.

A key set of questions concerned the respondents' willingness to join VFFSs and the conditions under which they
would be willing to do so. Most of the positive responses (27.3% each) suggested joining only if a number of conditions
were met — if the organization provided necessary training and equipment, medical protection and compensation for
time spent, and if their skills and abilities would contribute to saving lives and property in emergency situations. The
remaining answers were within an acceptable margin of error — free of charge, in their free time, at pre-arranged times,
friendly team, acceptable conditions while traveling, benefits and incentives, limitation of hours worked per week,
provided they did not participate personally in firefighting.

Regarding indirect forms of participation or assistance in the activities of voluntary firefighting societies, it was

https://bps-journal.ru

found that almost half of the respondents (46.7%) were unwilling to help voluntary firefighting societies in any way;
almost a third (26.7%) were ready to assist in finding resources and information; only 3.3% were ready to financially
support the activities of voluntary firefighting societies.
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Obviously, the issue of financing was one of the main topics discussed in the context of the study. Nearly half of the
respondents (43.3%) believed that VFFSs should be funded exclusively by the state; a slightly smaller number (26.7%)
supported a mixed model, with both the state and the public contributing.

As part of the study, we also attempted to identify the reasons that prevent people from participating in VFFSs. The
respondents were able to choose several options for this question or provide their own response. Their answers were
distributed as follows:

1. No time due to work or study — 73% (73 people).

2. Frightening/dangerous — 28% (28 people).

3. No financial incentive — 19% (19 people).

4. I consider it pointless — 3% (people).

Other answers that scored less than 5% each: I don't want to; I don't know where to look for a society to join; I don't
know the requirements for participating in a voluntary fire society; lack of information about the organization as a
whole; health status; I support another charity; I believe that this is primarily a male role; I am in another city; lack of
physical fitness.

The final question was an open question: “What changes or improvements would you propose for the development
of voluntary firefighting societies?” Constructive proposals were received: to strengthen the advertising campaign to
attract volunteers; to give more coverage to the activities of the VFFSs in the media to inform the public; to encourage
participants; to provide uniforms, transport and specialized equipment; to discuss this topic from childhood. A small
part of the respondents believed that it was impossible to motivate a person without internal motivation.

There is no doubt that professional firefighters and volunteers cannot be compared. As noted in [24], there are
situations “that are not within the scope of the systematic activities of civilian volunteers”. Perhaps it is reasonable and
beneficial from the point of view of involving the public in the opinion that “the training of volunteers to perform tasks
not related to emergency rescue operations can be limited to briefings” [25].

The right solution to the tasks is possible with a balance of authority and responsibility. On the one hand, residents “with
the organizational and financial support of government agencies can successfully protect their small homeland from
fires” [26]. On the other hand, it is necessary to improve “motivational tools that can encourage citizens to become
volunteers” [27]. In addition, volunteer actions [28], mentoring as the most important tool for personal and professional
growth [29], as well as government support for active citizenship play a special role in attracting people to VFFSs activities.

Discussion. The conducted research has shown that the institution of volunteer firefighters is in demand and socially
significant both in Russia and abroad. However, there are challenges at both the national and regional levels in the
organization of the VFFS system. The findings indicate the need for an integrated approach to the development of
measures to enhance the status of volunteer firefighters. It is also necessary to develop measures to increase the
attractiveness of the image of a volunteer firefighter to attract young people. Regarding the region under study, the
study demonstrated that, despite the crucial role of VFFSs in the development of territories, there were several areas
that needed improvement. The survey revealed that the majority of respondents recognized the importance of vocational
training and considered them necessary for the successful socio-economic development of territories, but the level of
public engagement remained low.

Conclusion. The survey revealed that the majority of respondents recognized the importance of vocational training
and considered them necessary for the successful socio-economic development of territories, but the level of public
engagement remained low. The study found that the general public was not inclined to join the ranks of volunteer
firefighters. The main reasons for this unwillingness included the lack of free time, insufficient training or age, and
weak financial motivation. The analysis also allowed us to identify the motives and circumstances under which
respondents were more likely to participate in volunteer firefighting activities. Some of the respondents expressed

interest in joining if they received decent pay and had a schedule with weekends at their main job.
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